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or twelve years ago when in Washington, and
offered them to my perusal and examination, tall-
ing me to take them home and retain them as
long as I chose, and use them as I thought best,
for she knew I would not abuse this privilege. I
brought them home as requested, being then too
much engaged in the business of the Smithsonian
Institution as one of the Regents on its first or-
ganization, to examine them wlxilo in Wanldng-
ton. She afterwards read, approved, mid for some
time had in her hands the paper I draw up from
them.

It consisted of notices of, and extracts from
these original letters, the matter being abridged,
connecting links used, and omissions made where
the great author Jiimself marked them private
or from parts otherwise not necessary to go be-
fore the world. So guarded and prepared, and
with a commentary interwoven, Mrs, Leur left itn
publication to my discretion. I returned the ori-
ginal letters, in number more than thirty, in the
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